IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please withdraw claims 42-46, cancel claims 8, 16 and 27, amend claims 1,7,9-14, 17-21, 28 and 35, 
and add new claims 47-53, all as shown below. All pending claims are reproduced below, including those that 
remain unchanged. 



1 . (Currently Amended): A device for creating and dilating an opening in the interspinous 
gament, the device comprising: 

\ an elongated body, and a handle portion for manipulating the elongated body, and further 

containing a tapered curved tip adapted for being urged into the interspinous ligament; and 
v \ whereby the diameter of the tapered curved tip gradually and continuously increases from 

a first diameter to a second diameter, thus allowing for the creation and dilation of an opening in the 
interspinous ligament. 



2. YOriginal): The device according to Claim 1, whereby the tapered curved tip is 
positioned at an ankle relative to the elongated body, so that the interspinous ligament may be accessed with 
minimal damage to surrounding body tissue. 

3 . (Original)\ The device according to Claim 1 , whereby the first diameter is one millimeter, 
and further wherein the second diameter is three millimeters. 



4. (Original): Th\ device according to Claim 1, whereby the first diameter is three 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is six millimeters. 
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5. (Original): The device according to Claim 1, whereby the first djameter is six 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is nine millimeters. 

6. (Original): The device according to Claim 1, whereby jtfe first diameter is nine 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is twelve millimeters 




7. (Currently Amended): A device for creating and dtfating an opening in the interspinous 
ligament, the device comprising: 

an elongated body, containing a tapered curved tip adapted for being urged into the 

interspinous ligament; and 

a handle connected with the elongated'body for manipulating the elongated body ; and 
wherein the diameter of the tapered curved tip gradually and continuously increases from a 

first diameter to a second diameter . 

8. (Cancel) 



9 . (Currently Amended) : The device according to Claim 8 7 , whereby the first diameter is one 
millimeter, and further wherein the sec/nd diameter is three millimeters. 



10. (Currently Amended): The device according to Claim $ 7, whereby the first diameter is 
three millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is six millimeters. 
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11. (Currently Amended): The device according to Claim 8 7, whereby the first diarjtfeteris six 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is nine millimeters. / / 

/ 

1 2 . (Currently Amended) : The device according to Claim 8 7, whereby&e first diameter is nine 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is twelve millimeters. 



13. (Currently Amended): The device according to Clanh 8 7, whereby the curved tip is 
positioned at an angle relative to the elongated body, so that the interspinous ligament may be accessed with 
minimal damage to surrounding body tissue. 

14. (Currently Amended) A device for creatjiig and dilating an opening in the interspinous 
ligament, the device comprising: 

an elongated body, and a handle portion for manipulating the elongated body, and further 
containing a curved tip adapted for being urged into the interspinous ligament; tend 

means for determining the size^of an opening that an initial trial sizing instrument may be 
placed within ; and 

wherein the diameter of th^ curved tip gradually and continuously increases from a first 
diameter to a second diameter. 




15. (Original): The device according to Claim 1 4, whereby the tapered curved tip is positioned at 
an angle relative to the elongated body, so that the interspinous ligament may be accessed with minimal 
damage to surrounding body tissue. 
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16. (Cancel) 



1 17. (Currently Amended): The device according to Claim i€ L5, whereb>^the first diameter is 

2 one millimeter, and further wherein the second diameter is three millimeters. 

1 18. (Currently Amended) : The device according to Claim i€X5. whereby the first diameter is 

2 three millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is six millimeters. 



1 19. (Currently Amended): The device according^Claim 16 1 5 , whereby the first diameter is 

2 six millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is nine millimeters. 



20 . (Currently Amended) : The device according to Claim i€ 15 , whereby the first diameter is 



/ 



nine millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is twelve millimeters 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 



21 . (Currently Amended): A devfce for creating and dilating an opening of soft tissue, the 
device comprising: 

i 

an elongated body, and a handle portion for manipulating the elongated body, and further 
containing a tapered curved tip adaptedyror allowing the curved tip to be urged into the soft tissue; and 

whereby the diameter of the tapered curved tip gradually and continuously increases from 
a first diameter to a second diamete/, thus allowing for the creation and dilation of an opening in the soft 
tissue. 



-7- 
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1 22. (Original): The device according to Claim 21, whereby the tapered curved tip As 

2 positioned at an angle relative to the elongated body, so that the soft tissue may be accessed with ipmimal 

3 damage to surrounding body tissue. 

1 23. (Original): The device according to Claim 21, whereby the fy^t diameter is one 

2 millimeter, and further wherein the second diameter is three millimeters. 

1 24. (Original): The device according to Claim 21, whereby the first diameter is three 

2 millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is six millimeter^. 

1 25. (Original): The device according to Clairr/21, whereby the first diameter is six 

2 millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is nine ^millimeters. 

1 26. (Original): The device according to Claim 21, whereby the first diameter is nine 

2 millimeters, and further wherein the second diametej/is twelve millimeters. 



27. (Cancel) 



y 1 28. (Currently Amended): A cjevice for creating and dilating an opening in soft tissue, the device 

\, 2 comprising: 

3 an elongated body, containing a tapered curved tip adapted for being urged into the soft 

4 tissue; and 

5 a handle connected with the elongated body for manipulating the elongated body; 
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wherein the diameter of the curved tip gradually and continuously increases fronvi first 
diameter to a second diameter. 



1 29. (Original): The device according to Claim 28, whereby the diameter of the tapered 

2 curved tip gradually increases from a first diameter to a second diameter, thus allowing for the creation and 

3 dilation of an opening in the soft tissue. 

1 30. (Original): The device according to Claim^28' whereby the first diameter is one 

2 millimeter, and further wherein the second diameter is three millimeters. 



1 31. (Original): The device according to Claim 28, whereby the first diameter is three 

2 millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is six millimeters. 

/ 

1 32. (Original): The device according to Claim 28, whereby the first diameter is six 

2 millimeters, and further wherein the second/diameter is nine millimeters. 

/ 

1 33. (Original): The device according to Claim 28, whereby the first diameter is nine 

2 millimeters, and further wherein the'second diameter is twelve millimeters. 



34. (Original): The device according to Claim 28, whereby the curved tip is positioned at 



/ 



2 an angle relative to the elongated body, so that the soft tissue may be accessed with minimal damage to 

3 surrounding body tissue. 



-9 
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1 35. (Currently Amended) : A device for creating and dilating an opening in the so 

2 device comprising: 

3 an elongated body, and a handle portion for manipulating the elongated body, and further 

4 containing a curved tip adapted for being urged into the soft tissue; and 

means for determining the size of an opening that an initial trial sizing instrument may be 

6 placed within ; and 

7 wherein the diameter of the curved tip gradually and continuously increases from a first 



8 diameter to a second diameter. 



1 36. (Original): The device according to Claim 35, whereby the tapered curved tip is 

2 positioned at an angle relative to the elongated body, so that the soft tissue may be accessed with minimal 

3 damage to surrounding body tissue. 



1 37. (Original): The device according to Claim 35, whereby the size determining means 

/ 

2 include the diameter of the curved tip gradually increases from a first diameter to a second diameter. 



1 
2 

1 
2 



38. (Original): The device according to Claim 35, whereby the first diameter is one 



/ 



millimeter, and further wherein the second diameter is three millimeters. 

39. (Original): TKe device according to Claim 35, whereby the first diameter is three 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is six millimeters. 




- 10 
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40. (Original): The device according to Claim 35, whereby the first diameter is six 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is nine millimeters. 

41. (Original): The device according to Claim 35, whereby th^/first diameter is nine 
millimeters, and further wherein the second diameter is twelve millimeters. 



42-46. (Withdrawn) 



47. (New): A device for creating and dilating an opening in an interspinous ligament, the device 

./ 

comprising: / 

an elongated body having a first end ana a second end; 
a handle portion connected with the first end; 

a curved conical tip connected with the second end, the curved conical tip adapted to be 
rged into the interspinous ligament. j 

48. (New): The device according to Claim 47, wherein the curved conical tip is positioned at an 
angle relative to the elongated body, so that the interspinous ligament may be accessed with minimal damage 
to surrounding body tissue. 

49. (New): The device according to Claim 48, wherein the curved conical tip is solid. 

50. (New): The device according to Claim 49, whereby the first diameter is one millimeter, and 
further wherein the second ^diameter is three millimeters. 



11 - 
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5 1 . (New): The device according to Claim 49, whereby the first diameter is^mree millimeters, 
and further wherein the second diameter is six millimeters. 




52. (New): The device according to Claim 49, whereby the firsj'diameter is six millimeters, and 
further wherein the second diameter is nine millimeters. 



53 . (New): The device according to Claim 49, whereby the first diameter is nine millimeters, and 
further wherein the second diameter is twelve millimeters. 
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